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it is an " island " of civilisation in a sea of barbarism,
this legend of being the champion of Europe rose to
fantastic heights of ill-conceived vanity and boastfulness.
Germany is less conceited and less warlike than
Hungary; there the feeling was often one of panic*
Bismarck alone was held to have been capable of dealing
with the Russians; with the passing of his influence
the " Russian terror " came to be shared equally by all
classes of society. It was one of those popular emotions
independent of the often very artificial course of formal
politics. It could be much better studied in the third-
rate German novel, or better still, in the third-class
railway carriage, than in political speeches and polite
literature.

Such was the situation when the war opened. Its
effect on the attitude of the German Socialists has been
noted with astonishment by those not conversant with
this " Russian fear"; they were amazed to see the
German Socialists hold this fear sufficient excuse to vote
the war credits ; but there is no doubt that they so voted
almost entirely for that reason. Russia in the East was
vastly more real to them than France in the West. They
admitted that Germany was invading France ; but then
Russia was invading Germany; they declared that of
these two undoubted facts the second far outweighed the
first. For while the German invasion of France was
wrong and tragic, the Russian invasion of Germany was
wrong and disastrous; in the one case a country was